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The curriculum on offer in Aquinas Diocesan Grammar School comprises
all the learning experiences within the school and includes, not only
knowledge and skills, but the development of attitudes, beliefs and values
which come from the positive relationships within the school community.

Our curriculum is pupil-centred, striving for academic excellence in GCSE, AS and A-Level public
examinations within a balanced and diverse programme, while at the same time enabling each pupil to
realise his/her full potential by developing all their interests and talents.

Key Stage 3

In Years 8, 9 and 10 pupils study the following subjects in line with the Northern Ireland curriculum:

o English

¢ Mathematics

¢ Science,Technology and Design

¢ Languages - Two languages from the choice of French, Spanish or Irish
¢ History, Geography, Food and Nutrition

* |CT/Digital Skills

* Physical Education, Art and Design and Music

¢ Religious Education

* Personal and Social Education, Citizenship and Employability

* CEIAG and Drama

Key Stage 4

For GCSE all pupils study the core subjects of:

* English

¢ Mathematics

* Science

* Religious Studies

e Achoice of Language

Optional Choices

Further Mathematics, Art & Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Design and Technology,
Drama, French, Geography, History, Food and Nutrition, Irish, Digital Technology, Moving Image Arts,
Learning for Life and Work, Music, PE, Physics, Science (Double Award), Spanish.
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AS and A2 (A Level)

The following subjects are offered at AS and A2 level::

Art & Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Digital Technology, Technology and Design, English Literature,
French, Further Mathematics, Geography, History, Irish, Mathematics, Moving Image Arts, Music, Nutrition and Food
Science, Physical Education, Physics, Politics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology, Spanish, Theatre Studies.

Through our membership of the South Belfast Area Learning Community, and our commitment to the Entitlement Framework, we can
also offer our students: Travel and Tourism and Health and Social Care.

Students may take 3 or 4 of the above subjects at AS Level and may then proceed to A2 with 3 or 4 subjects.

Enrichment

All students have classes in Religious Studies, Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) as well as Personal and
Social Education. Students participate in an enrichment programme which includes: Yoga, STEM Ambassador Award, Organ Donation,
Survival Cookery Basketball, Soccer, Gaelic Football, First Aid, Sisters In, Bar Mock Trial, Sign Language, Cephas, YENI and Saphara.
Sixth Form students are also encouraged to engage in the Community Link Programme which involves links with local schools, care
homes and charities.

Preparation for Higher Education and Employment

The transition from school to university life is an important one. For that reason we support our students and families with a special
University and College Admissions Service (UCAS) evening where university admissions officers are in attendance to give guidance
through the application process. At subject department level, our students avail of the links which Aquinas has developed with
universities and employers by attending lectures or inviting lecturers into the classroom.

The CEIAG Department helps organise one week of work experience for Year 13 students. This is another important aspect of Sixth
Form life, it enables each student to gain a first-hand insight into the world of work. In addition to this, Sixth Form pupils receive regular
Labour Market information updates throughout their time in Aquinas.

Further CEIAG is given in Year 14, where students are offered the opportunity to experience trial interviews and receive feedback from
professionals in their chosen areas of interest. This, too, gives good preparation towards Higher Education and Employment.

All Year 13 and Year 14 students receive CEIAG with the aim of helping them identify their own skills, attitudes and aptitudes which
they will need in university and later employment. Our students are guided carefully through the process involved in applying to UCAS
and the Central Applications Office, Ireland (CAQ) for university admission. Students will receive advice should they wish to take a gap
year, enter employment or pursue a vocational route in Further Education or apply for a Higher Level Apprenticeship..

Independent Learning

Our Sixth Form students are given many opportunities to learn outside the classroom through field trips, lectures, exchange visits and
trips to theatres and art galleries. They receive opportunities to lead activities through their role as prefects and mentors for younger
students leading, for example, the Student Council where pupil representatives from each Form Class express their views.

Aquinas gives Sixth Form students some autonomy as young adults having access to privileges such as coffee facilities, designated
study areas, ICT facilities and the library. Mentoring is provided, if needed, to support students as they establish themselves as
independent learners.

Overall, in Aquinas Diocesan Grammar School we aim to ensure that the needs and aspirations of every pupil in the Sixth Form are
met through wellplanned and managed learning with a strong pastoral system in which CEIAG is firmly embedded.
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We are confident there is something for everyone to join and enjoy.
We aim to provide ongoing opportunities for our students to maximise
their varied talents and gifts, be they cultural, intellectual or physical.

There are many sports in which our students can participate such as Gaelic football, soccer, hurling,
basketball, netball, camogie, athletics, cross country and swimming. The school recently opened a
new gymnasium with modern facilities for staff and pupils. We recognise that continued
achievement and progress in physical performance enhances health and well-being and gives a
clear understanding of the importance of regular exercise. Sixth form pupils are offered a range of
enrichment activities including Business Spanish, first aid, yoga, strength and conditioning, Digital
Leadership, Irish, STEM Ambassadors, Saphara, community link and organ donation.

The musical experiences offered to our students are many and varied. Tuition in a wide range of
musical instruments is offered and support provided by peripatetic music tutors. We have several
accomplished choral ensembles and instrumental groups which currently include: orchestra, guitar
and string ensemble, jazz band, junior/senior choir, chamber choir, brass and a traditional group.
Many of our students succeed at the highest level, studying music at third level, attending specialist
conservatoires.

In the Creative & Expressive arena, our annual Shakespeare Festival continues to be a great
success. Aquinas continues to go from strength to strength in its own productions of dramatic and
musical performances. These draw widely on the talent and dedication of students from all year
groups and provide exciting entertainment and fond memories for all involved. Students have
enjoyed working alongside the Art and Design teachers in creating scenery and props for the
musical and theatrical productions.

As a school, we are in no doubt that our extra-curricular programme develops strong relationships
between students and teachers, the wider community and other schools. It contributes in a major

way to developing pupils and students who are self-confident and articulate. They understand the
importance of team work and are sensitive to the needs of others. In all of this, they are striving to
realise their full potential.
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We have high expectations for our

students and we firmly believe in the establishment
of a secure educational partnership between the school,
parents and the wider community.
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We want our students to become effective citizens of the 21st century. # itizéns

We provide many opportunities for them to learn about the world beyond

school. The following are some of the opportunities available. & < QT2 ot 90 §'ile = & ¥
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* Shared Education Link Schools

* Cephas Faith Formation

* Bar Mock Trial

* CEIAG and Work Based Learning

* Community Link programmes

* Environmental awareness projects

* Young Enterprise

* Fundraising

* Organ Donation

* The Ulster Project

* First Lego League

* Soroptimist Public Speaking

* Cinemagic

* Childnet - Digital Leaders Programme
* Into Film ScreenWorks

* Catalyst - Generation Innovation o
* NI Screen Academies Se= T e
* STEM Ambassadors i |
* Saphara

* School Trips, Sking, France and Spain
* Sign Language

* Sistersin = ,
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Aquinas Diocesan Grammar School,
518 Ravenhill Road,
Belfast BT6 0BY

Tel: 02890 643939 Fax: 02890 693728
E-mail: info@aquinas.belfast.ni.sch.uk
Web: www.aquinasgrammar.com

Principal : Dr. Marie Dowling

Chairman of the Board of Governors:
Mr. Peter Coll
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