
GCSE Induction Evening

Year 11
September 2026



Welcome
Mr McClean
Senior Teacher KS4



Agenda
• Home/School Communications

• Safeguarding in Aquinas - an update

• Preventative Curriculum/Extra-Curricular 

• School counselling service

• Before/After school provision

• How can I help my child?

• Assessment Arrangements

• Examination changes 



School Gateway App





Safeguarding in Aquinas
An update





Mr Toner
Head of Year 11







Attendance

• Aim for Full attendance

• Lost days have a 

negative impact on your 

education and your final 

grades.

• If absent, please 

contact the school 

office ASAP and 

provide a note on first 

day back 





Healthy

Pastoral Programme in 
Year 11

Term 1
Induction Day and settling in
Learning to Learn (4 week programme during Personal 
Development)
DT1 Review and Target Setting for DT2
Anti-Bullying week
SVP
DT2 (End of November- Start of December)
DT2 Review and Target setting

Term 2
Healthy lifestyle: Stereotypical Behaviour - The Impact of 
Consent
Healthy Lifestyle: Male Privilege and Misogyny
Healthy Lifestyle: Relationships and Domestic Abuse
Safer Internet Day
Trocaire
Healthy Lifestyle: Types of Domestic Abuse
DT3 Review

Term 3
Healthy Lifestyle: Scamwise : Is it real?
Study Preparation



School Counselling Service
HOPE Independent School 

Counselling and Therapy Service

Operates by a referral system

• By pupils

• By teachers

• By parents 

All referrals must go through Dr 

O’Hagan 



House System

• We encourage pupils to get involved in 

extracurricular life of Aquinas 

• Pupil Voice – Share ideas & Opinions

• Great uptake in KS3 – continue into Year 11

• Termly House day activities – Get involved/lead



Extra-Curricular Activities

Please Check website all 

dates and times updated



After School Study facilities 

Where = Senior Study

When = Monday – Thursday

Time = 3.30 - 5pm.

Full ICT facilities available

Fully Staffed

Open to all KS4 pupils.



Peer Mentoring

• Where = Senior Study/Departments 
• When = Monday - Thursday 
• Time = Various

• Subject Specific focus

• Mentoring available from Senior School Pupils.
• As directed by Head of Department



Learning to Learn Day 2026

Our Goal = To develop Independent learners

•Getting the balance right

– kicking off with Healthy breakfast

•Active learning strategies 

– use of ICT/Apps to support learning

•Organisation hints and tips

- Controlled assessments & exam season

•Mental Well-Being

•Exercise and Nutrition 

•Target setting for the year ahead



How can I help my child?



CCEA GCSE Specifications



• Encourage your 
son/daughter to set up a 
profile on the App and select 
their subjects from the list

• Resources are built upon 
CCEA subject specifications

• Recently updated 

A good starting point



New resource released 2026





Year 11 

Assessment Arrangements

(An Overview)







Assessing/Moderating/Reporting 

of Controlled Assessment

• INTERNALLY assessed and standardised in 

each Department

• EXTERNALLY moderated by the exam 

boards and marks are subject to change

• Pupils will receive their provisional mark prior to 

submission to the examination board

• Right to appeal is permitted - but not to the 

mark, only the process



GCSE Grading and Results

GCSE scale

A*

A

B

C*

C 

D

E

U

• Module results will be published in 

February and April 2027 (Double 

Award Science only)

• All other module results released in 

August 2027

• A* grade is only available at the final 
grading stage in Year 12 

(1 Year Math's awarded at end of Year 11)

• The FINAL GCSE Grade is awarded at 

the end of the 2 years - August 2028



Malpractice

Candidates must not:

• submit work which is not their own; 

• make their work available to other candidates in any way; this includes 
social media

• allow other candidates to have access to their own independently 
sourced material; 

• assist other candidates to produce work; 

• use books, the internet or other sources without acknowledgement

• include inappropriate, offensive or obscene material.  



More Information...



Updated Guidance (September 2026)



Use of Social Media







Year 11  

External 

Examination
Arrangements 2026/27 

Double Award Science Modules 
• Biology = November 2026 
(last year of this arrangement)
• Chemistry = February 2027

Summer Examination season
Examinations begin for Year 11 on 
Tuesday 4th May 2027

Examinations end for majority on 
Friday 28th May 2027 



Year 11  

Controlled 
Assessment
Arrangements 2026/27 

• Controlled assessment 
information has been 
summarised into a take home 
leaflet. A version will also be 
posted on our website.

• Weightings % and any key dates 
for subjects

• English Language CA in Year 11 
has been removed by CCEA.



November modular examination – Discontinued from 2027

• Impact (medium), will be felt in Year 12; English Language 
and Mathematics cannot be repeated unless full cash-in 
applies

• Advice – Pupils are encouraged to do their best in Year 11 

summer assessments in 2027

March modular Examinations – Discontinued from March 2028

• Impact (medium), will be felt in Year 12; Double Award 
Science modules removed entirely, pupils will sit this exam in 
summer series instead





Year 11 Parent 

Teacher Meeting
Tuesday 19th January 2027
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